A three- fold cord
is not easily broken
ECCLESIASTES 4:12

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
GASTONIA, NC

A GENERATIONAL MOMENT
IN THE LIFE OF FUMC GASTONIA

Dear FUMC family
WELCOME TO A GENERATIONAL MOMENT IN THE LIFE OF FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH!
You are the most gifted church of which I have ever been a part! By any metric used in church life –
membership, giving, attendance, outreach/service to community - this is a “top 5% church”! We are
recognized as the community center for downtown Gastonia.
In the last three years we have updated the Family Life Center, the Theatre, and the Greene House.
These renovations have cost about $500,000 and we have done it without asking for an additional
penny from the church. Now we face a generational moment in the life of this church when we can
step up and be the leader the community is looking for! There is no other institution that can do
what must be done, and no other time but now. Through this campaign, we can be a place for God
to weave His grace into us and into the community around us!
It begins with scripture: Ecclesiastes 4:12, “A three-fold cord isn’t easily broken.” From the days
when Gaston County mills carded, combed, and spun raw cotton into yarns for fabrics used all over
the world, our textile heritage has taught us that joining individual strands makes them far stronger.
Our capital campaign – Weaving the Three-Fold Cord: Christ, Church, and Community – is a three
year, five million dollar effort to show the whole community the name and the love of Jesus! This
project will weave those three separate and important strands together in a strong witness to God’s
presence in this community!
In the pages that follow, you will learn the details about our plan, our vision, and the part each of
us will share in the campaign. Through this campaign, we will build on our tradition of service and
leadership in this community and insure that First United Methodist Church continues to be the
place where God weaves His grace.
In the weeks ahead, I will be preaching about our vision, and I hope that all of you will dream and
pray with me. On Commitment Sunday, April 2, we will have the opportunity to begin making our
vision a reality. Our goal is 100% participation in an effort to raise $5 million! I look forward to joining
you in this campaign!

In Christ’s Service,

David Christy

BUILDING ON OUR LEGACY
FOR TOMORROW

OUR PROCESS
ARRIVING AT THIS POINT… REACHING BEYOND…

2010: a congregation survey was undertaken to define the future direction of First United Methodist

Church. The two most significant outcomes of the study were:
• We would remain a “DOWNTOWN CHURCH” – not following other “first churches” in Gastonia to
the suburbs.
• One of our main mission emphases is right outside our door – assisting those in need in our
neighborhood.

FALL 2013:

21st century.

using available funds and private donations, our Theatre Building was renovated for the

SUMMER 2014:
SHILOH METHODIST
CHURCH - 1870

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
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our Church Council appointed a Planning Task Force to identify the needs, wants,
and desires of our staff, congregation, and community partners for the future of FUMC. This process
involved literally 1,000s of hours of interviews and discussions with church members, church staff, church
committees, and groups inside and outside of our church family.

SUMMER 2014:

concurrently, using available funds and private donations, the renovation of our
Family Life Center was completed, along with renovation of the restrooms on the second floor of our
main building.

MAIN STREET METHODIST
CHURCH - 1900

SUMMER 2015:

one of the most pressing needs identified by the Planning Task Force was for a
space for our youth programs. The renovation of the second floor of our Wesley Center – The Greene
House – was completed, again using available funds.

LATE SPRING 2015:

the Planning Task Force’s work completed, the Church Council appointed
the Building Task Force, with the assignment to turn the Planning Task Force’s findings and
recommendations into a reality for FUMC and its members.
The Building Task Force’s mandate was to PRESERVE what we have; PROTECT our children, youth, and
general membership; ENHANCE all of our ministries and mission outreach with improved facilities; and
ATTRACT new members, providing a physical focal point for entrance and gathering.

OPENED WESLEY
CENTER - 1996

OPENED THEATRE
1984
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SUMMER 2015
THE GREENE HOUSE
$100,000

SUMMER 2014
RENOVATED FLC
$300,000

Requests for proposals were sent to six architectural firms. Three visited, interviewed, and made
presentations to the Task Force in late 2015. The Task Force selected ADW Architects from Charlotte.
The initial planning process with the architects resulted in an outline for the new construction. These
tentative plans were presented at a congregation meeting in early January 2016, to get reactions and
input for the development of a more detailed plan.

FALL 2013
RENOVATED THEATRE
$100,000

The planning process and plan review resulted in the final detailed plan being presented to our
congregation on April 3, 2016.
Our congregation voted on April 24, 2016, (347-For, 2-Against, 4-Abstaining) to proceed with the capital
funding project to implement the recommendations.

First United Methodist Church of Gastonia
OPEN HEARTS | OPEN MINDS | OPEN DOORS

OUR PLANS
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CONNECT our Sanctuary/Main Building, Family Life Center, and the Wesley Center
under one roof.
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PROVIDE for our new Gathering Space.

Weaving the Three Fold Cord is a three year, five million dollar capital campaign that will:
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CREATE a new, easily recognizable, welcoming entry into all of our church buildings.

EAST ENTRANCE

WEST ENTRANCE
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OUR VISION
Weaving the Three Fold Cord will also:

Weaving the Three Fold Cord will show the whole community the love of Jesus by…

• Include much needed repairs and renovations to our main building facility.

• Welcoming everyone into our facility, into our church family, and into a relationship with Jesus Christ.

• Improve the security of our campus for our children, youth, and membership.

• Providing an attractive area for both group fellowship and building individual relationships.

• Provide better accommodations for youth groups, mission teams, and other visitors and guests.

• Preserving and maintaining our facility for future generations.

• Enhance our hospitality, expand our facilities for missions, and extend our mission outreach

• Providing a safe place for our children and youth to learn and grow.

in Gaston County.

• Helping this church to be a mission outpost where groups can come to serve and be served.
• Investing in our community by embracing our mission as a downtown church.
• Building the kingdom of God.

THE HIGHLIGHTS
WEAVING THE THREE FOLD CORD
Everything we do as a church is based on scripture, and this campaign is based on Ecclesiastes
4:12: “A three-fold cord is not easily broken.” This theme honors the history of Gaston County
textiles and the heritage of many in our church. We see Jesus Christ as our center, and we are
prayerfully weaving “Church” and “Community” around Christ!
NEW CONSTRUCTION
The new construction will include a large Welcome/Gathering Area located between the Main
Building and the Family Life Center. The two-way, one-way drive will be removed. Rooms 204
(main floor) and 102 (downstairs) will be removed, and we will dig down to the bottom level of
the main building to address water issues. There will be new bathrooms on each floor of the
main building with a large gathering area on the main floor. We will have easily identifiable,
secured entry ways into the church through the new area. The gathering area can also be
secured to control access to other parts of the buildings.
SECURITY
We are really excited that when the final plan is accomplished, the Wesley Center, Family Life
Center, and main building will all be under “one roof” (meaning one can get to anywhere in
those three buildings without ever going outside). Also, with one entry into the church (except
on Sundays when we will have all points of entry in the main building opened) we can monitor
access to all areas.
NEW ENTRANCES
Right now, it is very confusing for guests to get into our church! Our main building has five
double-doors, yet 99% of the time we enter only through the single door at the back of the
building. New construction will provide easily identifiable entrances on the west and east side of
the church from which to go anywhere in the Main Building, Family Life Center, or Wesley Center.
NOW!
We are a leader in helping our community move into a new day! We join the exciting work
of the new YMCA and the FUSE downtown redevelopment project. This church has made an
intentional decision to stay downtown because we feel called to be a strong presence for Christ
here. Providing a better gathering space lets us to do just that!
Over the last five years our congregation has grown by well over 200 members, over 130 of
whom are age 40 or younger. We are growing, and we want to help our community grow! We
want to honor our tradition of leadership in this community and to leave a strong legacy for the
next generation.

THE COST
Our Campaign Goal over the next 36 months is $5,000,000 needed for new construction, renovations,
and continued growth of our ministries at FUMC.

NEW CONSTRUCTION | $3,500,000
• Community Space
• Covered Entry
• Enclosed FLC Connector
• Enclosed Walkway to Wesley Center
• Green Space & Patio
• Contingency Allowance

OUR PART
Weaving the Three-Fold Cord will be a success because of our prayers, our presence, our service, our
witness and – YES – our gifts, as we:
• Continue to learn about our vision through the following: David’s sermons, videos and other
information, and events and discussions.
• Pray for our church and community as we invest in God’s future for us, and pray about the
opportunities it provides us to grow in our faith.
• Share our vision with others and share our thoughts and ideas about how we will make our plans
a reality.
• Prayerfully consider and make a three year commitment to over and above giving, making our
vision a reality.

RENOVATIONS | $1,500,000

• Anticipate celebrating this bold moment on Commitment Sunday, April 2nd.

• Education Building Renovations
• Brick Restoration and Waterproofing
• Furniture, Upholstery, Accessories, etc.

All spiritual commitment begins with our relationship with Christ.
Come and continue to grow in your faith as we worship around the
image of “The Treasure Principle” during our March Sermon Series:

LEGACY TREE
HONORING
ALL DONORS

March 5 – Matthew 6:19-31

“Where Do We Store Our Treasures?”

March 12 – Exodus 36:5-7

“Can We Have More Than Enough?”

March 19 – Luke 12:13-21

“Whose Treasure Is It?”

March 26 – James 4:13-17

“How Do We Know When To Commit?”

Always letting Christ be more than just
the white noise in the background of our lives

THE MISSION OF FIRST
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
IS TO SEE CHRIST IN EVERY
PERSON WE ENCOUNTER
AND DEMONSTRATE TO THEM
THE LOVE OF GOD AND THE
TEACHINGS OF JESUS.

FOLLOW JESUS
MAKE DISCIPLES
TRANSFORM THE WORLD
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190 E Franklin Blvd | Gastonia, NC 28052
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